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SITE MONITORING AND COMPLIANCE SERVICE – SITES 
MONITORING PLAN

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 Gloucestershire County Council employs one-full time Senior Planning 
Monitoring Officer, based in the Planning and Development Management Team. 
The role exists primarily to monitor compliance with conditions attached to 
planning permission for the mineral extraction and waste sites across the 
County.

1.2 The Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications, Deemed Applications, 
Requests and Site Visits) (England) Regulations 2012 (hereafter Fees 
Regulations) provides the ability to charge a planning fee when conducting 
formal monitoring site visits.

1.3 Since 2016, the Senior Monitoring and Compliance Officer has conducted 
scheduled monitoring visits, to all applicable sites within the County, covering 
each site at least once per 12 month period. Additionally, other site visits have 
been conducted where the operations lay outside of the scope of the Fees 
Regulations, and assistance has been provided on an ongoing basis to the 
Senior Enforcement Officer, where necessary. 

2.0 INITIAL WORK

2.1 The three years of completed site visits have set the template for an ongoing 
period of organised monitoring visits, following an extended period when no 
organised system of site visits had been conducted. Subsequently, a review of 
procedures has been undertaken in close partnership with the Planning 
Enforcement Function, and consistent with the provisions of the County Council’s 
Planning Enforcement Plan. 

2.2 This review has already resulted in a number of changes to the service, and this 
work is ongoing. These changes are set out in a draft Planning Site Monitoring 
Plan (see Section 3.0, below).

2.3 To enable this review to be undertaken, no formal site visits under the Fees 
Regulations have taken place during the preceding 12 month period (April 2019 
– April 2020). The approach has been undertaken in agreement with the 
Development Management Team Manager, due to the need to review the Site 
Monitoring Procedure and Plan, and due to other peaks in case work and 
enforcement investigations in the team during that time for which the Senior 
Planning Monitoring Officer was undertaking. 
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3.0 PLANNING SITE MONITORING PLAN

3.1 Paragraph 58 of the revised National Planning Policy Framework recommends 
that Local Planning Authorities publish a Local Enforcement Plan which ‘should 
set out how they monitor the implementation of planning permissions, investigate 
alleged cases of unauthorised development and take action where appropriate’. 
Gloucestershire County Council has produced two separate, but interdependent 
Plans to meet this recommendation. It is important to note that this not a Policy 
document but is intended to act as information to the public on the operation of 
the Planning Site Monitoring service                           

3.2 Following a review of the existing service the Senior Planning Monitoring and 
Compliance Officer has drafted a Gloucestershire County Council Planning Site 
Monitoring Plan. This document sets out how the programme of site visits will be 
arranged, conducted, recorded, compliance monitored and where necessary 
addressed with operators, including referral to Enforcement Officer if necessary 
the enforcement powers available to the Council to pursue formal action. It sets 
out the service that the public should expect to receive.       

3.3 This draft Plan has been posted on the County Council’s website, planning 
pages, under a revised section for Planning Enforcement and Monitoring, and 
comments are invited from Members: 

The Minerals and Waste Monitoring Plan

The draft has also been circulated to key stakeholders and others that the team 
work with, for their comments, to ensure it reflects how our teams should work 
together.

3.4 Pending any necessary or acceptable amendments, this draft Plan will become 
the approved Minerals and Waste Site Monitoring Plan and will be reviewed on a 
regular basis to ensure constancy and integrity of information, taking into 
account changing legislation, guidance and changes to working practices.

3.5 The Senior Planning Monitoring and Compliance Officer will present a summary 
of monitoring visits, and their outcomes, at each Planning Committee. Members 
are invited to advise on any specific information they might wish to see in these 
reports.

4.0 CONCLUSION

4.1 Following the resumption of site Monitoring Visits in 2016, and the subsequent 
trialling of a new system, the Senior Monitoring and Compliance Officer has now 
undertaken a full review to ensure that monitoring practices ‘are fit for purpose’. 
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These are reflected in a Draft Planning Site Monitoring Plan, which will shape the 
future delivery of the service. Members are invited to provide any comments they 
might have on the provisions contained within it.

CONTACT OFFICERS:

Nick Bainton - Senior Planning Officer (Monitoring and Compliance)
Nick.bainton@gloucestershire.gov.uk
01452 425771


